Koinobori: |

The Joyful Celebration of Children's Day in Japan

Every year on May 5th, Japan celebrates Kodomo no Hi, or Children’s Day, a national holiday
dedicated to honoring the happiness, health, and growth of children. One of the most iconic
symbols of this day is the Koinobori, colorful carp-shaped streamers that flutter in the wind,

bringing joy and good fortune to families across the country.

The Meaning Behind Koinobori

The carp, or koi, is a symbol of strength and perseverance in Japanese culture. According to
legend, a carp that swims upstream and conquers strong currents can transform into a mighty
dragon. This imagery reflects the hopes parents have for their children—to grow up strong,
determined, and successful in life.

How Koinobori Are Displayed

Families raise Koinobori outside their homes, with each streamer representing a family member.
Traditionally, the largest black carp symbolizes the father, the red or pink one represents the mother,
and smaller blue, green, or orange carps stand for the children. These vibrant decorations can also

be seen in parks, schools, and public spaces, creating a festive atmosphere throughout Japan.

Other Traditions of Children's Day
Beyond the Koinobori, families celebrate Kodomo no Hi by displaying kabuto (samurai helmets) and

gogatsu-ningyo (warrior dolls), which symbolize courage and protection. Special foods like
**kashiwa-mochi** (sweet rice cakes wrapped in oak leaves) and **chimaki** (sticky rice dumplings
wrapped in bamboo leaves) are enjoyed, adding a delicious touch to the festivities

A Celebration of Strength and Happiness

Originally known as Tango no Sekku, this holiday was once dedicated to boys, while Hinamatsuri
(Girls’ Day) on March 3rd celebrated girls. However, in 1948, the Japanese government officially
recognized Kodomo no Hi as a day for all children, emphasizing equality and joy for every child.
Children’s Day is a time for families to reflect on their hopes for the future, cherish childhood, and
embrace the traditions that make this celebration so special. Whether watching Koinobori dance in
the breeze or enjoying festive treats, Kodomo no Hi is a beautiful reminder of the strength and
happiness that children bring to the world.




